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BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY MEETING MINUTES       
CITY HALL CHAMBERS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2018
4:00 P.M.
Present:  Mayor Scott Long; City Attorney Pro tempore Kristina Lynn, and Board Members Todd Titus and Jim Reynolds.  
Department Heads present: Fire Chief, Barry Stroup; Police Chief, Matt Bruss; Building Commissioner, John Stephens; Park Superintendent, Adam Hall; Waste Water Superintendent, Bob Gray; Street Commissioner, Scott Richardson.
City Council Members Present:  Doug Adams, Bob Greene, Bonnie Corn
MINUTES

Todd Titus made a motion to accept the minutes from the August 16, 2018 meeting.  Jim Reynolds 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.

CITY CLAIMS-SEWAGE CLAIMS
Todd Titus made a motion to approve the claims.  Jim Reynolds 2nd the motion.  Motion Carried.

OLD BUSINESS
1. Hearing Notice for Unsafe Building Oval King, 362 H Hill St.  

Building Commissioner John Stephens reported that the Health Department has stepped in and condemned the house.  She placed a condemn notice on the structure today, September 20, and must wait for 30 days before taking further action.  Therefore, the Unsafe building notice is out of the City’s hands until the demolition takes place.

2.  Continuation of Hearing Notice on Unsafe Building, Mettler Property 131 E Maple St.
John Stephens, Building Commissioner reported that nothing has changed with the property.  Mr. Stephens said the house could be saved but he doesn’t know if it is cost effective to do so.  Therefore, he is recommending demolition.  

Cheryl Mettler was in attendance and reported that they have not been successful in selling the property, so they are in agreement with demolition.  Ms. Mettler questioned the procedure for the demolition.  Mr. Stephens explained the process.  If the family does not demolish the structure, the City will do so and put a lien on the property.  If and when the property is sold, the City will be reimbursed for demolition.    Mayor Long told Ms. Mettler to get with Mr. Stephens and he would provide a list of contractors for demolition.  Ms. Mettler can then get a quote for the structure.  She is to report back to the Board of Works on October 4, with an update.
Jim Reynolds made a motion to put the demolition on hold until the October 4, meeting to allow the family to get quotes.  Todd Titus 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.

3.  Accepted the Bid for the Fire Chief Vehicle.  The winning bid was to Wabash Valley Chrysler for $28,728.00.  Mayor Long made a motion to accept the bid.  Jim Reynolds 2nd the motion.  Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS
1.  Hearing Notice for Unsafe Building, 604 State St, Wabash, In, Chad Vigar

Mayor Long swore in Building Commissioner, John Stephens.  Mr. Stephens produced Exhibit A. Containing the following:


Hearing Notice


Return Receipts Registered Mail


Title Search


Photos of the property

Mr. Stephens reported that the house had no foundation and was sitting on blocks, and part of the roof was missing.  He has been receiving complaints about the structure for the past 6 months.  Mr. Stephens said that since Mr. Vigar had purchased the structure progress has been very slow, with no progress the past 4 months.
Mayor Long then swore in Chad Vigar.  Mr. Vigar said the house had been empty for 3-5 years.  He purchased the house 2 months ago.  Since that time, he has removed 16 truck loads of junk.  He is in the process of boarding up the house and they are starting to make some progress.  Mr. Vigar reported that with the help of his son, he has started to repair the west side of the roof, tore off the deck on the East side, put up a wall with a window and is continuing work on the roof.  He said the house was in much worse shape before he purchased it.  Mr. Vigar also said that the neighbor was complaining because he also wanted to purchase the home and was mad that Mr. Vigar bought it.  
Mr. Vigar presented pictures of the structure which were entered as Exhibit 1.  

When questioned about his intentions for the structure, Mr. Vigar said he has plans to get the structure boxed in and the roof completed before winter.  Mayor Long asked Mr. Vigar what he planned to do with the structure.  Mr. Vigar said he originally intended to use it for an investment property because his son wanted to rent it.  However, after considering his options he thought he might get it fixed up and sell it.  Mr. Vigar again told the Mayor that he had owned the house for two months and had been working hard to get it cleaned up.  Jim Reynolds asked Mr. Vigar about the plumbing and Mr. Vigar said there were no issues.  Todd Titus told Mr. Vigar he wanted to give him a chance to fix up the structure.  He also told Mr. Vigar that if, for any reason, his work on the structure starts slowing down, he is to contact Mr. Stephens and let him know what was going on and why.  Mayor made a motion to give Mr. Vigar until December 6, to get the house weather tight.  He is to report back to the Board at that time.  Todd Titus 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.
2.  Special Events application for the Zombie Walk – Wabash Carnegie Library on Friday, October 5, 2018.  No roads will be closed.  Todd Titus made a motion to approve the application.  Jim Reynolds 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.

3. Special Events application for Wabash County Toy Run Motorcycle ride.  The ride will be handled by the Wabash County EMA.  The ride is scheduled for Saturday, October 6.  Mayor Long made a motion to approve the application.  Todd Titus 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.

4.  Special Event application for WHELM – Skyler Lawson – Feature Film using the Buchari Metz Building, Market Street, Canal Walk and Charley Creek Inn.  Jim Reynolds made a motion to approve the application.  Todd Titus 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.
5.  Special Event application for Trick or Treat Extravaganza – Saturday, October 27.  The application asks for Miami Street to be closed from 3-9 p.m.  Todd Titus made a motion to approve the application.  Mayor Long 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS
Board Member Jim Reynolds questioned John Stephens, Building Commissioner, regarding the status of 49 W Canal Street.  Mayor Long told the Board that he contacted OCRA and the building qualifies for a 65/35 OCRA Façade Grant.   Joel Stein, the owner of the building, said he didn’t have the funds to cover the façade.  John Stephens is having a contractor check the building for the possibility of collapse.  If the building can be saved, Mr. Stephens will contact a structural engineer to shore up the building.  Mr. Stephens said he would contact the engineer that did the evaluation in 2016.  Once the evaluation of the building is done, Mr. Stephens will report back to the board with the decision for order to repair and hire a contractor to do the work.
QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE

None
REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS 
Scott Richardson, Street Commissioner, reported that milling has been done on Canal, Alan and Market Streets and a no parking order will continue until paving is completed.  
ADJOURN 
Todd Titus made a motion to adjourn.  
NEXT MEETING

The next Board of Works meeting will be held on Thursday, October 4, 2018, at 4:00 p.m. 
_________________________________________________
Scott A. Long                                                Mayor
________________________________________________
Todd Titus                                                     Member
________________________________________________
Jim Reynolds                                                Member

The City of Wabash desires to make reasonable accommodations to persons with handicaps or disabilities in order that all persons may fully participate in Public Meetings.  In that regard, if you need reasonable accommodations to attend and participate public meeting, you are requested to contact Human Resources, ADA Coordinator, Wabash City Hall, 202 South Wabash Street, Wabash, Indiana 46992, (260) 563-4171 between 8 AM and 4 PM at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  Please indicate the accommodation requested and every reasonable effort will be made to comply with your request.
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