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BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY MEETING MINUTES       
CITY HALL CHAMBERS

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2018
4:00 P.M.
Present:  Mayor Scott Long; City Attorney, Randi Zimmerman’s, Board Members Todd Titus and Jim Reynolds
Department Heads present: Street Department Superintendent, Scott Richardson; Fire Chief, Barry Stroup; Matt Bruss, Police Chief; John Stephens, Building Inspector; Bob Gray, Waste Water Superintendent; Adam Hall, Park Superintendent
City Council Members Present:  Eric Schoening, Doug Adams
MINUTES

Todd Titus made a motion to accept the minutes from the July 19, 2018 meeting.  Mayor Long 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.

CITY CLAIMS-SEWAGE CLAIMS
Jim Reynolds made a motion to approve the claims.  Todd Titus 2nd the motion.  Motion Carried.

OLD BUSINESS
1.  131 E Maple Street – Mettler Property:  Cheryl Mettler represented the family.  John Stephens, Building Commissioner, reported that he was still waiting on a construction schedule from the family.  He also said the family was to contact Hidden Diamond Homes and he hadn’t heard anything.  Stephens also reported that the home is in the same condition it was on May 3, 2018, when the Board of Works had the initial hearing.  Stephens did note that the grass was mowed. 
Cheryl Mettler reported that she has been trying to sell the home “by owner”.  She has had several people look at the house but no one has decided to buy it.  Right now the house is used for storage.  Ms. Mettler told the board she needed time to find a new storage place.  Mayor Long informed Mettler that the Board needed to make a decision on the house, whether or not to have a demolition hearing.  Ms. Mettler ask for 30 days to figure out what the family could do.  The Board told Ms. Mettler to report back to the Board of Works on September 6.  At that time if the house is not sold, the Board will schedule a demolition hearing.  John Stephens gave Ms. Mettler his business card and told her to keep him updated on their progress.  Mayor Long made a motion to give the family 30 days to make a decision on the status of the structure.  The family is to report back to the Board of Works on September 6.  Jim Reynolds 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.

2.  173 N Huntington Street – Luke and Wanda Young Property
Denise Blackburn and Stephanie Dillon represented the family.  They said they are in the process of hiring a lawyer to help with the property.  They have taken the porch off, mowed and they are trying to repair the roof and will remove the chimney.  After those things are completed they will build a stable porch.  The family hopes to have everything completed by the end of the year.   They have a relative that is interested in the property.  
John Stephens told the Board that he is satisfied with the progress the family has made.  

Mayor Long made a motion to have the family report back to the Board of Works on October 4, 2018, to update the Board on their progress.  Todd Titus 2nd the motion.  Motion carried. 
NEW BUSINESS
1.  Special Events Application for Crossfit Relativity Downtown Throwdown, September 7,         2018, during First Friday. Todd Titus made a motion to accept the Special Events application.  Jim Reynolds 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.  
2.  Wabash Crossfit Crash the Bash Competition during First Friday, October 5, 2018.  The event will last from 6:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  Mayor Long made a motion to approve the Special Event form.  Todd Titus 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.

3.  Letter of Engagement Sposeep #2 Site
The Board of Works received a Letter of Engagement from the Law firm of Plews, Shadley, Racher & Braun, LLP, Indianapolis, Indiana, regarding the Sposeep #2 properties located at 472 South Miami Street and 55 West Water Streets in Wabash.  The letter is in reference to getting the properties cleaned up.  If the firm recovers money from the Insurance company that is fine but if not, the City is not out any money.  Mayor Long reported that he has marked Cedit monies to be set aside just in case.  Todd Titus made a motion to accept the Letter of Engagement.  Jim Reynolds 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.

4.  Accept letter of resignation of Firefighter/Paramedic

Fire Chief Barry Stroup received a letter of resignation from Jacob Hierholzer.  Chief Stroup told the Board he accepted the letter and asked that the Board of Works do the same.  Todd Titus made a motion to accept the resignation of Jacob Hierholzer.  Jim Reynolds 2nd the motion.  Motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS

Board of Works member Jim Reynold asked John Stephens to update the Board on the status of Thomas Richardson, 495 W Main Street, concerning the property next door at 453 W Main St.
Stephens told the Board that the structure was sold in a tax sale in June.  The new owners have 90 days to decide what to do with the property.  City Attorney Randi Zimmerman will forward a notice to the new owners advising them that the property may be up for condemnation.  
QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE

None
REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENTS 

None
ADJOURN 
Todd Titus made a motion to adjourn.  
NEXT MEETING

The next Board of Works meeting will be held on Thursday, August 16, 2018, at 4:00 p.m. 
_________________________________________________
Scott A. Long                                                Mayor
________________________________________________
Todd Titus                                                     Member

________________________________________________
Jim Reynolds                                                 Member

The City of Wabash desires to make reasonable accommodations to persons with handicaps or disabilities in order that all persons may fully participate in Public Meetings.  In that regard, if you need reasonable accommodations to attend and participate public meeting, you are requested to contact Human Resources, ADA Coordinator, Wabash City Hall, 202 South Wabash Street, Wabash, Indiana 46992, (260) 563-4171 between 8 AM and 4 PM at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  Please indicate the accommodation requested and every reasonable effort will be made to comply with your request.
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