COMMON COUNCIL May 26, 2026

The Common Council of the City of Wabash met in the Council Chambers of
the City Hall and held a council meeting on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, in regular
session beginning at 6pm.

The first item on the agenda was the second Public Hearing for the
Community Development Block Grant Stellar Program. Conner Hindman of
the Community Foundation and Mike Kleinpeter, the required certified grant
administrator, spoke. Mike again explained that this block grant is part of the
Stellar project and is for renovations to the current building that houses Living
Well of Wabash County. Mike reminded Council that the City is applying for a
$1.7 million grant from OCRA and the City will contribute a local match of
$300,000 consisting of $150,000 from Living Well donation funds and $150,000
from the City’s General Fund. The application will be submitted June 30. No
one else spoke and the Public Hearing was closed.

The Council meeting was then called to order with Mayor Scott Long
presiding. The Pledge of Allegiance was given in unison; Lore Gibson of
Wabash First United Methodist Church gave the prayer. The roll was
answered by 6 Council members: Eric Schoening, John Burnsworth, Bryan
Dillon, Mitzi Pilgrim, Charlie Coyne and Bill Barrows. Terry Brewer was
absent.

The minutes of the meeting held May 11, 2026, were approved as Council
Member Dillon made a motion to accept the minutes. Council Member
Schoening seconded the motion. All present were in favor.

OLD BUSINESS:

Second Reading of Special Ordinance No. 3,2026 An Ordinance of the
Common Council of the City of Wabash, Indiana Vacating a Public Way in
the City of Wabash. This Ordinance vacates a portion of Huntington Street
between Sinclair and the soon-to-be-closed railroad crossing. Council
Member Burnsworth made a motion to approve the second reading of
Special Ordinance No. 3. Council Member Barrows seconded the motion.
All present were in favor.

Second Reading of General Ordinance No. 7, 2026 Being an Ordinance
Amending Chapter 8, Article 4, Division III, Section 8-104 of the Wabash



City Code for the City of Wabash, Indiana Providing for the Regulation of
One-Way Streets Within the City of Wabash. Mayor Long reminded
Council that this Ordinance makes Maple Street one way from East to
Allen due to the railroad overpass and some line-of-sight issues.
Burnsworth made a motion to approve the second reading of General
Ordinance No. 7. Schoening seconded the motion. All present were in favor.

Second Reading of General Ordinance No. 9, 2026 Being an Ordinance to
Amend Chapters 6 and 10 of the Wabash City Code to Adopt Zoning
Provisions for the Regulation of Auto, Farm Equipment, and Truck Repair
Services. After a question by Dillon about a change requested from the first
reading, Attorney Lehman stated that clarifying language has been added,
as discussed in the previous meeting, making it clear that the new
requirements apply to both new and existing businesses and the existing
businesses must comply after a reasonable time, defined as 180 days,
although upon written application, the building commissioner may grant a
single 90-day extension. Schoening made a motion to approve the second
reading of General Ordinance No. 9. Burnsworth seconded the motion. All
present were in favor.

NEW BUSINESS:

Compliance with Statement of Benefits (Real Property) — Rock City Lofts.
No one from the company was present to answer questions. Council
Member Coyne made a motion to table the Compliance pending
representation. Council Member Pilgrim seconded the motion. All present
were in favor.

Firefighter/Paramedics Shea Beauchamp and Evan Coffman were sworn
in by Mayor Long.

First Reading of General Ordinance No. 8, 2026 Being an Ordinance
Amending Chapter 5, Article 2, Sections 5-15, of the Wabash City Code for
the City of Wabash, Indiana Providing for the Regulation of Tobacco
Products in the Wabash City Park. Mayor Long explained that the current
code prohibits smoking in the City Park within fifty feet of playground
equipment, bleachers, or grandstand seating. A Resolution was received
from the Park Board to make the entire park properties smoke-free,
including cigarettes, cigars, pipes, vapes, and chewing tobacco within the
park or on any property maintained by the Parks Department. Several
citizens spoke in favor of the Ordinance, as did some Council members.



One citizen spoke against it. After more than twenty minutes of discussion,
Coyne made a motion to approve General Ordinance No. 8, 2026.
Schoening seconded the motion. Five Council members voted aye; John
Burnsworth voted no. The second reading of the Ordinance will be at the
next Council meeting.

Resolution No. 9, 2026 An OCRA Resolution for Living Well Grant
Application. This Resolution will authorize the mayor to submit the
application for grant funding and authorizes the matching fund
commitment for the Living Well project, contingent upon receiving the
grant. Wabash citizen Pat Lynn spoke in favor of this resolution, as she
had been involved in the grant for the original construction of the Living
Well Center and feels the community has been well served by the Center.
Schoening made a motion to approve Resolution No. 9. Dillon seconded the
motion. All present were in favor.

OTHER BUSINESS:

There was no other business.

QUESTIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE:

There were no questions from the audience.

REPORTS FROM LIAISONS:

From the Park Board, Schoening reported that the ribbon cutting for the
pickleball courts will be Wednesday at 3pm.

From the School Board, Dillon reported that the valedictorian and
salutatorian have been named for the graduating class. Kyle Kelsheimer
will be the new athletic director and Trenton Daughtry was hired as a
science teacher.

REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS:

There were no reports from department heads.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The mayor thanked Council members Pilgrim, Schoening, Dillon and
Burnsworth for attending the last-minute visit from Governor Braun for
the unofficial opening of the railroad overpass. David Nelson of the Plain



Dealer was commended for his excellent newspaper photographs of the
event that day.

Mayor Long asked if there were any Title VI or ADA compliance concerns.
None were heard.

ADJOURN:

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next City
Council meeting will be held on Monday, June 8 at 6:00 pm.

These minutes are a summary of actions taken at the Wabash City Council meeting. A video recording of this meeting can
be found for at least 90 days following the meeting date at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuY9x7U9gGU
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